
The Mid-Atlantic 
Ocean Data Portal 

 A SELF-PACED WALK THROUGH 



Opening Screen 

Table of Contents 

Change base map;  
Zoom in and out 

Create a free account  
to get access to  
additional functionality. 



Account Access – Free to join 



Access to Data 

By clicking on one of the arrows in the Table of 
Contents, you will begin to gain access to the 
data that are available through the Portal.   
 
There are 12 categories and over 300 datasets 
available for viewing. 



Administrative Layers 

The Administrative category provides access to 
data that provide reference information for 
general use ocean management. 
 
Clicking on any of the             icons next to a 
data layer will allow you to access additional 
information about how the data were developed 
and data author.  This is also how you will access 
the data for download as well as access to the 
authoritative source of the data. 



Marine Life Library: by Species 

The Marine-life Data and Analysis Team (MDAT) 
data characterize and map marine life for the 
United States East Coast. 
 
A small subset of the thousands of datasets that 
were originally developed are housed on the 
MARCO Data Portal.  “These data or summary 
products are comprised of data layers from 
multiple species, and were created to allow quick 
access to map summaries about potential 
biological, management, or sensitivity groups of 
interest.” 
 
For more information about the MDAT data you 
can click on the   icons next to the 
data or go here: 
http://seamap.env.duke.edu/models/mdat/ 

http://seamap.env.duke.edu/models/mdat/
http://seamap.env.duke.edu/models/mdat/


Marine Life 



Renewable Energy 

Renewable Energy, simply put, is energy 
generated from natural processes such as those 
from the sun, wind, water, and food products. 
 
Data on the Portal show areas that are being 
examined for suitability for renewable energy 
generation. These data should be used for 
reference purposes only. 



Fishing 



Fishing – Communities at Sea 

Communities at Sea data link fishing 
communities to specific resource areas in the 
ocean. They are developed by linking Federal 
Vessel Trip Report (VTR) data to vessel permit 
data. Users can type in the name of a port to 
generate a map showing where fishermen from 
those communities spent the majority of their 
time at sea. 



Security 



Recreation 

Most of the recreational data layers on the Portal 
were developed through a series of community 
workshops in each of the Mid-Atlantic Coastal 
States. These data were hand drawn by members 
of the community that were present at those 
meetings and then combined to create the 
regional view that is available on the Portal. 
 
The survey data were also developed by public 
engagement activities and then developed into 
data products for the Portal. 



Maritime 



Socioeconomic 



Oceanography 



Human Use Data Synthesis (HUDS) 

The HUDS data provides a summary snapshot of 
the places and ways in which people interact 
with the ocean.  These data are categorized into 
12 categories. 



Add Your Own Data 
For extra capabilities you would need to register for a free 
Portal account. This allows you to access the link to 
import in outside data of interest. 

By clicking on the ArcRest Layer Input button you 
can copy and paste a published data source from 
the internet and view it directly within Marine 
Planner. 



ArcRest Layer Input Dialog Box 



ArcRest Layer Input 
 

• Copy Map Server link from an online source.  Here is an example from NOAA: 
https://coast.noaa.gov/arcgis/rest/services/MarineCadastre/PhysicalOceanographicAndMarineH
abitat/MapServer 

 
• You will enter this link into the ArcRest  
        Layer Input box under the URL Path 
 
• At the end of the URL, type in: /export 

 
 

 
• You will need to create a name for the data layer in  
        the “Layer Name” section and then go back to the  
        website with the map service to identify its  
        associated ID. This ID (or numeric value) needs 
        to be added into the Input box in the IDs section. 

 

https://coast.noaa.gov/arcgis/rest/services/MarineCadastre/PhysicalOceanographicAndMarineHabitat/MapServer
https://coast.noaa.gov/arcgis/rest/services/MarineCadastre/PhysicalOceanographicAndMarineHabitat/MapServer
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